
 

 

COMMISSIONER WORK SESSION OF NOVEMBER 17, 2014 

 

The Work Session of November 17, 2014 was called to order at 6:12 p.m. and the open 

public notice announcement was read by the Borough Administrator.  In attendance 

were Commissioner Kasko, Commissioner Moscatelli and Commissioner Rochford, the 

Administrator, the Borough Solicitor and the Borough Clerk. 

 

The Administrator opened the public comment portion of the meeting.   

 

Scott Buchheit, Elm Avenue, provided the Commissioners with background information 

regarding his request to remove the sidewalk on at his property Elm Avenue.  The sidewalk 

from the driveway to their neighbor's property has degraded and they would like to 

remove that portion because of continued root issues.  He noted that there are no 

sidewalks on Elm Avenue at that intersection.  They understand that this would not 

change the right-of-way.  They feel this would be safer, look better, and not be a 

detriment to anyone in the neighborhood.  The Administrator noted that if the 

Commissioners ever decided to put sidewalk in on Elm Avenue, then that portion would 

have to be put back; an approval now would not mean that sidewalks would never be 

put back there.  Commissioner Rochford commented that the trees in that area would 

need to be preserved.  The Commissioners reviewed and agreed to the removal.  

Commissioner Moscatelli suggested that no heavy equipment be used to compact the 

tree roots when removing the sidewalk.  He did suggest the use of a bobcat or hand 

removal.  Mayor Kasko suggested putting something in writing.  It was agreed that the 

Administrator would put together a letter authorizing the removal.  Mr. Buchheit left the 

meeting at 6:24 p.m. 

 

Two changes to the Comcast ordinance was reviewed by the Solicitor, during which time 

he provided a history of Comcast having to go to each municipality to obtain permission 

to offer cable services in that town.  The Commissioners agreed to the two changes to 

the ordinance.  This will be added to the November 25th agenda. 

 

The 2014/2015 Snow Removal Agreement with Camden County was reviewed.  The 

Administrator discussed the issues with the availability of salt last year, which has caused 

concerns over what to agree to for this snow season.  There have also been times where 

there was a discrepancy between when a municipality would plow versus when the 

county would plow and the County not reimbursing a municipality for a storm.  Mayor 

Kasko talked about possibly requesting a requirement for a penalty if the County doesn't 

have the salt for reimbursement purposes.  The Commissioners agreed to sign the 

agreement and approve this at the November 25th meeting. 

 

The Gloucester City Brine agreement was reviewed.  Commissioner Moscatelli said that 

he would like to find another source as a possibility since this is a 40% increase.  Agreed 

to sign, but go someplace else if we can.  Agreed to have on the November 25th 

agenda. 

 

The November 25th agenda was reviewed.  The Commissioners agreed to add the 

second bid advertisement for the library work.  It was noted that there will be a base bid 

with alternates this time.   



 

 

 

The Administrator reviewed General Event Permit application for “Students Help 

Honduras” from a group of high school students at the Haddonfield Memorial High 

School.  She noted that in the past the Borough has not given formal approval for these 

types of events as there are concerns that have been expressed from the Police 

Department.  She then reviewed what has been approved for Penn State students for 

their donation drive for childhood cancer research.  The Commissioners agreed to let 

them conduct a donation drive in the same way. 

 

The Commissioners reviewed the following requests from the Partnership for Haddonfield 

(PfH): 

 

- Christmas Lights – PfH is asking if the lights could be put up now.  The Commissioners 

agreed to wait until the day after Thanksgiving as they always have.  Additionally, 

PfH asked if the lights could stay up through to the end of February.  It was noted 

that last season the lights were taken down late because of weather delays.  The 

Commissioners agreed to keep the lights up later. 

 

- “For the Love of Chocolate” event – PfH would like to hold this event in Kings Court 

and possibly on sidewalks.  They may also wish to utilize tents for the merchants.  

This event entails handing out chocolate samples, as well as sales of chocolate.  

There would also be stationary and roving entertainment.  Commissioner 

Moscatelli stated that DPW has informed PfH that they cannot guarantee that the 

court and sidewalk would be clear of snow.  The possibility of damaging the 

stone/brick to completely clean the court was reviewed.  This is a risky potential if 

the weather does not cooperate.  The Administrator asked what the 

Commissioners would like to do for this event.  Commissioner Rochford stated that 

the Commissioners could say yes to the event, but that PfH would have to have 

an alternate plan should there be issues with snow.  Commissioner Moscatelli 

indicated that he is worried about the logistics, although he is fine with the event.  

The Administrator asked if the Commissioners wanted to know what the 

Contingency plan is before agreeing to the event.  Mayor Kasko felt comfortable 

to agreeing with the understanding that they are going to have a contingency 

plan.  Commissioner Moscatelli finished by stating that he just doesn't want 

unrealistic requests on the borough at the last minute. 

 

- Mayor Kasko stated that he will be attending the December open door event for 

PfH to get a chance to talk to store owners.  He commented that PfH does so 

much marketing to get people into town, but it is the shop owner’s responsibility 

to get the customers in their door.  We are a supplement to the store owner’s 

responsibility to market their stores. 

 

The Administrator reviewed the website design proposals for purposes of scheduling 

meetings.  The Commissioner’s agreed to the December 1st and 9th for these interviews.  

They agreed to have Raphael Webscapes, egov Strategies, and Civic Plus.  Discussions 

were held on whether or not to have a fourth company included.  It was agreed to add 

Revise to the list.  

 



 

 

A Certificate of Occupancy/Home Sale Ordinance was discussed.  Commissioner 

Moscatelli noted that in the sample ordinances that have been received those that use 

the International Property Maintenance 2006 allow for everything to be checked.  The 

Solicitor expressed his concerns about governments getting into this at such a level.  

Whether or not the Construction Code Official could take on this additional work was 

discussed.  Commissioner Moscatelli questioned if a municipality takes on additional 

liability when they adopt such an ordinance.  The Solicitor replied that there is immunity 

for the municipality.  Commissioner Moscatelli then asked about the possibility of doing 

sidewalk inspections at the time of a sale.  Mayor Kasko suggested that he could reach 

out to some of the other Mayors about what they do regarding sidewalk requirements at 

sales of homes.  The Commissioners agreed to this course of action. 

 

The Administrator advised the Commissioners that the Borough’s Redevelopment 

Planner, Phil Caton, will be attending the December work session to review a draft 

redevelopment plan with them.  This plan will need to be in compliance with our current 

Council on Affordable Housing (COAH) Plan.  The Planner wants an appraiser to review 

the draft in order to be able to give their opinion on whether or not the value of the 

Bancroft property, with our plan implemented, would be in the ball park of their value 

determination.  This approach could offset any legal issues that may come about. 

 

Commissioner Moscatelli asked if the proposed changes to the water and sewer charges 

have been forwarded to New Jersey American Water (NJAW) as we are looking at a 

March 1st transfer date of the utility to NJAW’s possession.  He questioned whether or not 

we should adopt this ordinance for the first quarter payments to the Borough.  The transfer 

of ownership was reviewed.   No decision was made at this time in reference to the 

ordinance. 

 

Mayor Kasko asked for the status of the work on Mount Vernon.  The Administrator replied 

that PSE&G is starting work this Wednesday, which should take two weeks.   He then asked 

about when the Grove Street work would start.  The Administrator stated that the work 

will start at some point in the spring.  

 

Commissioner Rochford made a motion to go into closed session at 7:26 p.m. to discuss 

the Borough’s redevelopment plan.  Commissioner Moscatelli seconded the motion, 

which was approved unanimously.  

 

The Commissioners returned from closed session at 8:03 p.m. where they had also agreed 

unanimously to adjourn the meeting.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Deanna Bennett 

Borough Clerk 


